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Portland’s newest charter school, the Architecture, Construction and
Engineering Academy (ACE), opened its doors last September to 142 juniors
and seniors eager to learn about career opportunities. The students, from
Parkrose, Centennial, Gresham-Barlow, Reynolds and Sandy high schools, split
their time between their home campuses and the academy to mix traditional
high school coursework with classes targeting the built environment.

Housed in the Willamette Carpenters Training Center, the academy’s instruc-
tors give hands-on lessons in the
fields of architecture, construction
and engineering. After six months
of classes, five students share
their experiences on attending the
charter school and how it is making
a difference in their lives.

Photos printed with permission from OBC and ACE Academy
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ACE Academy: Promoting Teamwork
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