[image: image1.jpg]James W. Fowler Co.

VK.

General Contractors






For Immediate Release

June 9, 2008, 2008
Contact:

Sondra Jameson, Marketing Manager, (503) 623-5373

James W. Fowler Co. Hosts Tour for Inquisitive Students
DALLAS, ORE., < 6/9/2008> – On the morning of Friday, May 23, 2008 James W. Fowler Co. (JWF) hosted five students and their supervisor from the Clark County Educational Service District #112 (ESD), who were participating in a Student Construction Academy offered by the Oregon Building Congress (OBC).  The construction academy goal is to introduce students to construction-related careers through hands-on building and educational field trips.  The ESD Supervisor, John Martin, said this tour was a huge experience for the kids and that they were “blown away by the whole place.”
As part of the construction academy, students will understand the relevancy of their academic subjects, such as math and science, to real-life construction and gain significant insight into the world of apprenticeship. The 2008 program will focus heavily on green building practices and philosophies as they relate to construction careers.

JWF Project Superintendent, Kevin Orton, explained the details of our innovative project constructed for the City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) at the Columbia Boulevard Wastewater Treatment Plant (CBWTP).  This ground-breaking project for the BES converts methane gas generated by the treatment plant to energy which will provide approximately 40-percent of the power requirements for the CBWTP.
John Fowler, Vice President of JWF says, “We are very excited about exposing kids who have an interest in construction to a live job site.”  This tour marks the first collaboration between JWF and the OBC, and is only the beginning of the partnership between the two.  Future 
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events include participation in teacher workshops and involvement in the new Academy for 
Architecture, Construction and Engineering (ACE) in east Portland.  Fowler continues, “Hopefully these kids will understand that construction is an industry where they can make a good wage and support their families in the future.”
James W. Fowler Co., founded in 1970 by James and Candace Fowler, has grown from a small firm specializing in civil construction projects into one of the largest family-owned construction companies in the Mid-Willamette Valley.  Our projects are structured into four main groups of work:  underground, transportation, industrial and tunneling.  James W. Fowler Co. is committed to be the contractor of choice by providing the highest level of construction service to our clients, while providing the best quality of life for our employees, their families and the individuals who are touched by the projects in which we are involved.

Oregon Building Congress is dedicated to helping bridge the gap between education and the construction industry and strives to offer engaging opportunities for educators, students and professionals that showcase the academic and job skills necessary for successful building careers. To offer innovative outreach programs, OBC partners with more than fifty apprenticeship training centers, community colleges, public agencies, nonprofit agencies, high schools, education service districts, private contractors, as well as architecture and engineering firms. Currently, OBC offers educators and students opportunities to learn more about construction-related careers through their Student Construction Academies, Teacher Workshops, Building Futures Magazine, and the Academy for Architecture, Construction and Engineering (ACE), a new charter high school slated to open in September 2008. These and other OBC-driven initiatives ignite the imagination and motivation of students and teachers while dramatically improving the image of the building industry.
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